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  Year & Collection Frequency Description and Source 
Access to improved 
water, improved 
sanitation and electricity 
Road Network
Proportion of nationally 
registered voters per 
constituency 
Number of nurses and 
doctors
2009
Decennial
2012 
December 2012
March 2013
Monthly
The proportion of Kenya households with access 
to improved water and sanitation sources, as well 
as access to electricity. Definitions for access to 
improved water and sanitation are based on the 
Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) for Water Supply 
and Sanitation by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) and UNICEF. Accordingly, improved water 
sources include well/borehole, piped and rain-
harvested water; while, improved sanitation includes 
connection to a main sewer, septic tank and cesspool 
as well as ventilated improved pit (VIP) latrine and 
covered pit latrine. Source: KNBS 2009 Census.  
Data shows the classification of Kenya’s roads 
network by length (km) i.e. whether rural or urban; 
whether paved or unpaved; and, if municipal or not. 
Source: Kenya Roads Board (KRB)
Data shows each county’s share of nationally 
registered voters as at December 2012. Source: 
Independent Electoral and Boundaries Commission 
(IEBC)
This data provides the basis for computing 
population served by each nurse and each doctor. 
Source: Division of Health Management Information 
Systems (HMIS)
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What does the data say?
These Fact Sheets testify to inter-county variations 
on several fronts, and it is important for the reader to 
. For example, 
the demographic data presented in the first part of 
the Fact Sheets reveal extensive variations in county 
populations, population growth rates and densities. Both 
population and density are major determinants of the 
cost of delivering services in the counties. Among the five 
adopted parameters for allocating the equitable share of 
nationally raised revenues among counties, population is 
the most prominent, with a 45% weight.  The objective is 
to resource counties to deliver services equally on a per 
capita basis. 
and hence the social fabric of its counties is quite 
heterogeneous. While Kenya is urbanizing rapidly - much 
faster than the overall population growth rate - the Fact 
Sheets show that most counties are still predominantly rural. 
Only five counties are more than 50% urban and majority 
of counties have at least 80% of their populations residing 
in rural areas. (See figure below). This is important from a 
political economy point of view. Most County Assembly 
representatives were elected from rural constituencies: the 
challenge now is to protect service delivery in urban areas 
which are poles of economic development (thanks to 
agglomerations effects) and have potential of generating 
the bulk of county revenues. 
distribution of poverty, which has a 20% weight. The 
Fact Sheets highlight wide disparities in the distribution 
of poverty across Kenya, which is why the fiscal transfer 
formula aims to promote redistribution in favour of 
historically lagging areas. The Fact Sheets also suggest 
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